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By Robert G. Kaiser
Wasiinaian Pest Stall Writer -

In u tense day of meetings and stra-’
oy sessions, the Carter White House
noved yvesterday<ito protect its endan-
red SALT II pact against damanlng
olitical winds-and tides that have
isen and intensified as ommously»
a September hurricane, RSP

'Lhe day began with an emouonal,v
sometimes angry, meeting between
President Carter-and his principal as-
sociates and a group of senators who
are pressing the White House to'in-
crease defense spending. It ended
w itha 5Lu'pnse early evenmGr meeting:
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beiween one o= thosa sematai's%-rsam
Nunn (D-Ga.), and .Presilient® Carter

that lasted for more than-an hour. "

Neitner Nunn or the White Housa»
would discuss the second Nunn meet-
ing. which -was.prompted by a’ per-

-sonal invitation: during. the: day from
President Carter. But a senior official
<aid their conversation may have been
the single most important exchange in
the SALT debate thus far.

There was obvious anxiety in the
highest reaches of the-administration
vesterday that the SALT treaty might’
ba slipping down a political drain that
has been greased by revelatlons of So-

viet combattroops in Cuba. Last m\.,ht

YWhite House officials expressed-hope
that the worst had pa.ased .at least
temporarily.

“We've gotto solve- the Cuban prob-
lemn t0 make progress,” one semor of-
ficial observed last m,ht. e

Opponents-of. SALT .in.the Senate,
meanwhile, éxulted yesterday that. the
political momentu.m seemed .to be
flowing their way. The ‘announced op-
position of Sen. Russel B.. Long.- (D~
I.a), the flap about Soviet troops’ in
Cuba and the continuing debate-over
the best level for defense spending all

_single senator in the SALT debate<to

“term.budget: “I'm tying:my vote om

hase tended to: weaken thg projtx:a“aty_

wuments, mauy 0£ the S»&LI‘ cntxcs
beheve. ,

, Key members of. the Carter admin-
Latratxon acknowledge privately that
they have:lost the. momentuni.. “VWe
desperately need to get backaon the
offensive,’ one said. -

- In the short’run, the admmlstranon
is anxious-to: avmd any more declara-.
tions like Long’s that might suggest a-
wholesale abandonment of- ‘SALT I
by moderate-and conservative: sena-»
tors. One reason for Carter’s second:
invitation to Nunn -last night;:appar-
ently, was to try to convince the Geor-
glan—now-clearly thes most 1mp0rtant

ba patlent and to hold off on-any defis
nitive st..tements about hlS position
on the treaty. s
- Nunn is a Wldely respected expett
on military affairs+ te.whom: at least.
half a dozen. senators are looking for
a lead in-their owm. tmnk.mcf about
how to vote on SALT R ol g

This - limited" obJectlye may have
heen achieved. Leaving- the White
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“figure in; thédfirst White- House meet--

S.C) told Carter that the commander

House under dark, threatening clouds
ast night, Nunn told a reporter thatj
he will Walt to see-the administra-

tion's new five-year’ defemse budget

before ma}ﬂnU up hlS mmd: fmally on
SALT II.-

Nunn predlcted‘ that the SAL’I‘ de-
bate now is so mired that a final vote

_cannot come before late November or

Decerber, giving . the-administration-
plenty of time to produce- such a Jong~

SALT -to.whait.swes des.ine défense:

[spending. overthewnext: few: vears).

and-te. presidantiai: leadersmpe on- kil
txonal defense > ‘Iumr smd}?‘*‘w‘»,m t

"a‘rtempted to check a wave of.specula-

He “nofed’ that He and Presment Car-
ter agreed that a3 percent increase in
real spendingt is theé: most that can be
absorbed Sensibly’ in “the defense
budget this year. But' he reiterated
that'a' 3 percent reak increase will be
necessary. in tha 1981 and 1982 budgets
to sahsfyw thau Pentao'on s plans for

barcly

ing-yesterday :was-stronger than-ad-
ministration. offxcialsﬁ had“. expected..
Nunn's firm «posumoua ‘was- ohes factor
that led”thet president to invite«him.
for a-second Visit toithe- thte House,
informed-sources said. " S
- QOthers in the. mormng meetmg also
pressed Carter. forcefully“ Sen..Henry
M. Jacksow: (D-Wash.). acgused. the ad-.
ministration ;of; foat-dragomd on. stra-
tegic¢ weapons. pmcframs, a:charge that -
an‘,ered Defense - Secretary. Hau:old
Brown,-who was in‘the meeting, 5.5
. Sen. Ernest F."(Fritz} Hollings" (D—

in chief “has to lead,” Hollings later -
told a-reporter. “It. was a,standoif,”
Hollings said- of- the meeting, rﬂuort-f
ing that Carter did not accept the ar-
guments for further. increases in de-
fense spending: “He was looking anx-
ious,” Hollings said of Carter. “He's}
beleaguered.: 1. felt a. little son':r for
him.” S

Meanwhﬂe the State Department

tion arising from. the dlsclosure-Wed-
nesday that the:Soviet’ troops.in CubaX
may. be there to demonstrate” Iarvs
unit maneuvers to Cuban soldiers...
Spokesman Hodding. "Carter 7 d
clared this is only one of “a.whole se—
ries” of 'possible’ missions.for the So
viet brigade under study by U.S. intekd
igence, and TE ISR NI TOE TiSclo=
sUIe was intended to beita trial: ‘bal-]
loon or in any way a signal” of a pos‘1
sible way out of tha current . S,-So-ﬂ
viet dispute.. A o B SR
Secretary Of State Cy'ms R.: Vance
is scheduled to meet Soviet Ambassa-
‘dor Anatoliy Fi:Dobrynin ,aga_in"-this.
morning, in their third meeting {o- di.s-
cuss Soviet. troops- m—Cuba.u S AT e
Staff writer Do Obe-ndm'fer Contribe
uted to this articles s Fioumn T

LMMM.T_

YRG0 Talignavas

Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400350086-9



